St. Mary’s N.S., Tagoat
Homework Policy

St. Mary’s N.S. regards homework as a way of reinforcing work previously covered in school and also sees homework as a way of communicating to parents what their child is learning at any given time.

Junior and Senior Infants use a homework folder containing their work for the night.
First to Sixth Classes use a homework diary.

Parents are asked to check and sign the diary nightly as it is an important means of communication between home and school.

Children are encouraged to be responsible for their own work and to complete it to the best of their ability.


Project work may be given in the older classes to help develop self-directed learning.

Parents and guardians are asked to supervise and check homework. If there is a major difficulty please contact the class teacher.

Homework is set from Monday to Thursday. It is expected that homework will be completed unless a valid reason is provided by the parent or guardian.
Where a child attends more than one teacher, the staff consult each other to ensure the amount of homework does not become excessive.
Where a child attends a recognised form of therapy approved by the school (e.g. speech therapy) and homework is part of the programme, class homework is reduced on nights of attendance at appointments.

	Junior Infants
	10 minutes
	· Given when the child is ready, depending on individual progress.

	Senior Infants
	10 minutes
	· Reading

· Worksheet (reading/ maths skills/ sentence building exercises)

	First and Second Classes
	20 minutes
	· Reading 

· Tables

· Sums 

· Work from spelling programme or worksheet

	Third to Sixth Classes
	30-60 minutes
	· Spellings (English and/ or Irish)

· Times tables

· Written work (English and/ or Irish)

· Maths 

· Project work from time to time.  


Please note that these times are a general guideline in line with the New Curriculum.
If there is parental concern that a child is taking an undue length of time to complete homework please contact the class teacher.

